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Kocaeli 1li, Izmit Kabaoglu Koyii sinirlar1 i¢inde kalan Ugtepeler
mevkiinde, tepecik goriiniimiinde tiimiiliis mezarlar yer almaktadir.
Bu gériintii nedeniyle mevkiiye Uctepeler ad1 verilmistir. Uctepeler
mevkiindeki Kabaoglu Koyl icerisinde ve koy cikisinda 3'er adet,
bu tiimiiliislerle ayn giizergahta ve 2 km daha ilerdeki liniversite
yolu kenarinda da 1 adet olmak iizere toplam 7 adet tiimiiliis
bulunmaktadir.

Birer yapay tepecik seklinde goriinen Tiimiiliis ve hoyiikler, genellikle
birbirleriyle karistirilirlar. D1g goriiniisleri benzer olmasina kargin
s0z konusu yiikseltiler, 6zde olusumlari acisindan tamamen farklidirlar.
Hoyiik; bir tepe lizerindeki eski yerlesim yerinin terk edilmesi veya
dogal tahribi sonrasinda yeniden yapilagilmasi sonrasinda olusan ve
iizerindeki kalintilarla giiniimiize ulasan, dolayisiyla da dogal olmayan
tepeciklerdir. Tiimiiliis ise Oonemli kisilere, ozellikle de kral, kralice
ve prenslere ait odalarda tek yada toplu gomii yapilan, tizeri toprakla

ortiilerek yapay bir tepecik haline getirilen mezar yapilaridir.



In the Uctepeler region of the Kabaloglu Village in Kocaeli province,
there are tumulus burial mounds that look like natural mounds.
Because of this appearance, the region is called Uctepeler (“Three
Hills” in Turkish). There are three tumuli in the Kabaoglu village.
Other three are right outside the village. The last one is also in the
same region, two kilometers away, near the road to the university.

Tumuli and Tells, both of which look like artificial mounds, are
frequently confused. Although their outer appearances are similar,
these elevations are totally different from each other with respect to
their formation. A Tell is a mound which is formed after a settling
area on a hill is abandoned, or is destroyed by natural forces. They
are artificial mounds where remnants of previous settlers survived
to this day. A Tumulus, on the other hand, is a grave where kings,
queens, or princes are buried individually or as a group, which is
then transformed into a mound after being covered with earth.



Genel olarak tiimiiliislerde, Oonce mezar odasi ve dramosu (mezar
giris koridoru) insa edilir, Mezar odasinda bulunan lahit i¢ine veya
kline (tas v.b malzemeyle yapilmis seki seklindeki 6lii yatagi) tizerine
ol yatirilir. Oda, toprak yi1ginlartyla ortiiliir ve dogal olmayan bir
tepecik meydana getirilerek, mezar sahibinin soylulugu vurgulanmisg
olur. Tepenin yiiksekligi, gomiilen kisinin sosyal statiisiinii de
gostermektedir. Mezarin yeri bir tepeyle vurgulanarak, mezar odasinin
soygunculardan gelecek olasi tehlikelere karsi korunmasi da saglanirdi.
Oda iizerine y181lan topragin kaymasini onlemek icinde genellikle
alan bir tas orgiiyle cevrelenir ve tiimiiliislerin tepesine de bir phallos
dikilirdi. Mezar yerinin bir tepe ile vurgulandig1 ilk 6rneklere M.O.
4. bin y1lin baglarinda Avrasya steplerinde rastlanilir. Trakya'da ise
bu gelenekteki tiimiiliislerin yapimia M.O. 3. bin yilda baslanir.
Demir Cagu ile birlikte, tiimiiliislerin, yerini vurgulamaya yonelik
olarak bir tepe iizerine ya da yamaclara insa edildigi goriiliir.
Anadolu'da Frigya ve Lidya basta olmak iizere pek ¢ok bolgede
ornekleri goriilmesine karsin, Trakya ve Lidya'da bu tiir mezarlarin
daha cok tercih edildigi anlasilmaktadir. Tiimiiliislerin, Tun¢ Cagi'nin
sonlarindan baslayarak M.S. III. yiizyila kadar genis bir zaman siireci
icerisinde yapimlarinin siirdiigii kazilar sonucunda anlasiimistir.

Kocaeli il simirlari icerisinde de hoyiikler tespit edilmistir. Astakos-
Olbia kenti kalintilarina gére simdilik M.O. 7. yiizy1la kadar gidebilen
ilk yerlesim tarihinin, bu hoyiiklerde yapilacak bilimsel ¢alismalarla
Kalkolitik Dénem'e dek (M.O 5500-3000) inecegi umulmaktadir.



During the construction of a tumulus, first the burial chamber and
its dramo (the corridor preceding the tomb) is built. Then, the body
is laid inside the sacrophagus or kline (the terrace-shaped dead bed
made from stone or a similar material) in the tomb. The chamber is
covered with earth, which forms an artificial mound, signifiying the
nobility of the owner of the grave. The height of the hill represents
the social status of the buried person. The location of the tomb is
accentuated with a hill, and the burial chamber is protected against
possible theft attempts. The mound is surrounded with stones to stop
the soil from sliding, and a phallos is erected at the top of the tumuli.
The first tumuli where a tomb is emphasized with a hill are seen in
the Eurasian steppes in early 4,000 B.C.. In Thrace, on the other
hand, these tumuli appear in the third millenium B.C.. With the advent
of Iron Age, the tumuli are started to be built on hills or hillsides in
order to emphasize their positions. They are seen in various regions
in Anatolia, particularly in Phryigia and Lydia. However, Thrace
and Lydia are regions where these tombs are encountered most.
Excavations demonstrate that building of tumuli started at the end
of the Bronze Age, and continued until the 3rd century A.D.

Various Tells are found within the borders of Kocaeli province. The
present remains of the Astakos-Olbia city go back to the 7th century
B.C.. However, it is believed that scientific research on these Tells
may push this date back as far as the Chalcolithic Period (5500-3000
B.C.).



Aytepe Tiimiiliisii

Kabaoglu Koyii ile Kocaeli Universitesi arasindaki yolun kenarinda, Ay
Tepesi Mevkii'ndedir. Aytepe Tiimiiliisii, 1986 yilinda kacak kazicilar
tarafindan tahrip edilmis ve sonrasinda Miize Miidiirliigii tarafindan
kurtarma kazis1 yapilarak ortaya ¢ikarilmistir. Diizgiin islenmis blok
taslarin kenetlerle tutturulmasiyla insa edilen tiimiiliis, 11 metre
uzunlugunda tonozlu bir dromosa ve yine iizeri tonoz ortiilii 3.5x3.5
m.lik bir mezar odasina sahiptir. Mezar odasinin zemini sikistirilmis
topraktan yapilmistir. Kazi sirasinda ele gecen lahit parcalari, definin
bir lahit icine yapildigin1 gostermektedir.

Kurtarma kazisi ile Aytepe Tiimiiliisii'niin dromosu, mezar odasi ve
icindeki lahitin, Bizans Donemi'nde yada daha onceki donemlerde
acilarak tahrip edildigi tespit edilmistir. Arkeolojik verilerin azligina
ragmen, bir¢ok arastirmact Aytepe Tiimiiliisii'nii, yapim teknigine gore
Hellenistik Donem'e tarihlemektedirler.

Kurtarma kazisimim yapilmig olmasina karsin, giiniimiizde halen defineciler
tarafindan gerek tiimiiliis icinde gerekse de cevresinde gerceklestirilen
kacak kazilar, yapiin her gecen giin daha da tahrip olmasina neden
olmaktadir.



Aytepe Tumulus

This tumulus is located in the Ay Tepesi region, near the road between
the Kabaoglu Village and Kocaeli University. It was destroyed by illegal
diggers in 1986. Afterwards, it was uncovered by the Museum Directorate
through a rescue excavation. This tumulus, built by binding the clean-
cut stone blocks with clamps, has a 11-meter long vaulted dromos and
a 3.5 x 3.5 meters burial chamber which is also vaulted. The floor of the
burial chamber is made from pressed soil. The pieces of sarcaphagus

discovered during the excavation revealed that the body was put into a
sarcaphagus.

During the rescue excavation, it was discovered that the dromos, burial
chamber, and the sarcaphagus of the Aytepe Tumulus were opened and
ransacked in the Byzantine era or before. Despite the small amount of
archaeological data, many researchers date the Aytepe Tumulus to the
Hellenistic Period by looking at the building methods employed.

Despite a rescue excavation was carried out, the continuing illegal digs
peformed by treasure hunters in and around the tumulus cause it to
deteriorate every day.



Biiyiik Ttimiiliis

Kabaoglu Koyii icerisinde bulunan, 12 metre yiiksekliginde ve 74
metre ¢apinda bir tepecik seklinde olan bu tiimiiliiste, Izmit Miize
Miidiirliigii tarafindan 1994 yilinda kurtarma kazis1 yapilmustir.
Bu kazilarla Biiyiik Tiimiiliis'iin dromosunun, Aytepe
Tiimiiliisii'nden daha kisa oldugu ve mezar odasinda ii¢ ayr1 klinenin
(6l yatagi) bulundugu tespit edilmistir. Bu tiimiiliisiin de Aytepe
Tiimiiliisii gibi daha 6nceden soyuldugu anlagilmistir. Kesme tas
kullanilarak yapilan mezar odasinin iizeri besik tonozla ortiiltidiir.
Tiimiiliisiin Ge¢ Hellenistik Donem'de yapildig: diisiiniilmektedir.
Mezar odasi girisinin toprakla kapanmasini 6nlemeye yonelik
olarak 1994 yilinda, 6zel bir firmanin ve Kiiltiir Bakanligi'nin
katkilariyla, dromosa dogru uzatilan yeni bir giri§ ve bu girise
takilan kapi, heyelan nedeniyle bugiin toprak altinda kalmaistir.

Biiyiik Tiimiiliis'iin hemen yaninda, Kabaoglu Koyii sinirlart icinde
iki adet daha tiimiiliis bulunmaktadir. Heniiz kazilar1 yapilmamig
olan bu tiimiiliisler de muhtemelen Biiyiik Tiimiiliis'te oldugu gibi,
bir dromosa ve bir mezar odasina sahip olmalidirlar. Tarihleyici
herhangi bir veri olmamasina karsin bu tiimiiliislerin de digerleriyle
ayn1 donemlerde yapilmis olduklarimi diisiinmek olasidir.



The Big Tumulus

This Tumulus is situated in the Kabaoglu Village. It is a mound
that is 12 meters high and has a diameter of 74 meters. Izmit
Museum Direcotrate performed a rescue excavation at this tumulus
in 1994. These excavations revealed that the dromos of the Big
Tumulus was shorter than that of the Aytepe Tumulus, and that
there were three different dead beds in the burial chamber. It was
also discovered that this tumulus too was robbed previously. The
burial chamber, which is covered with a barrel vault, was built
with cut stones. It is believed that it was built in the late Hellenistic
Period. In 1994, a new entrance was built and a door was attached
to it in order to prevent the burial chamber entrance being covered
with earth. These were performed with the aid of a private company
and the Ministry of Culture. However, both the entrance and the
door were covered with soil as a result of a landslide.

Right next to the Big Tumulus are two other tumuli, also within
the borders of the Kabakoz Village. These tumuli have not been
excavated yet, but it is possible that they too have a dromos and
a burial chamber, just like the Big Tumulus. Although there is no
evidence to help us date them, it is reasonable to accept that they
were built in the same ages as the others.
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1154,1153a, 1153b Numarali Tiimiiliisler

Kabaoglu Koyii ile Kocaeli Univerisitesi yolu iizerinde, yan yana
konumlandirilmus ii¢ adet tiimiiliis bulunmaktadir. 1154 nolu Tiimiiliis,
kacak kazilarla agir tahribata ugramustir. Gortilebildigi kadariyla dromosu
ve bir mezar odasi bulunmaktadir. Tiimiiliisiin tepe yiiksekligi ve ¢api,
koy i¢indeki tiimiiliislere ve Aytepe Tiimiiliisiine gore daha kiigiiktiir.
Mezar odas1 ve dromosun ingasinda kenetlerle birbirine tutturulan kesme
taslar kullanilmistir.

1153a, 1153b numaral: tiimiiliislerin yiiksekligi ve ¢ap1 1154 numarali
tiimiiliisle hemen hemen ayn1 boyutlarda olup, Biiyiik Tiimiiliis ve
Aytepesi Tiimiiliisii'nden ise ¢cok daha kiigiiktiirler. Mezar odalarina
heniiz ulasilmayan bu tiimiiliisler, olasilikla diger tiimiiliisler gibi, Bizans
Donemi icinde soyulmus ve tahribata ugramis olmalidirlar.
Kocaeli'nin tarihsel siireci g6z oniine alindiginda, Nikomedia'nin
kurulusu ile (M.O 262), Bithynia'nin Roma Imparatorlugu yonetimine
birakildigr (M.O 75) yillar1 arasinda kalan siirec, Kocaeli tarihcesi ve
tictepeler tiimiiliisleri icin 6zel bir onem tasimaktadir.

Genel bir tarihlemeyle Uctepeler tiimiiliislerin tamaminin Geg Helenistik-
Erken Roma déneminde yapilmis olabilecegini soylemek olasidir.
Tiimiiliislerin kesin olarak tarihlenebilmesi ise, ancak yeni yapilacak
kaz1 ve aragtirmalarla miimkiin olabilecektir.



Tumulus No. 1154, 1153a, and 1153b

On the road to the Kabakoz Village and Kocaeli University, there are
three tumuli situated side by side. Tumulus No 1154 has been heavily
damaged due to illegal excavations. It appears to have a dromos and
a burial chamber. The height and diameter of the tumulus is smaller
than those of in the village and of Aytepe Tumulus. Face stones which
were attached to each other by clamps were used in the construction
of the burial chamber and the dromos.

The height and diameter of Tumulus No. 1153a and Tumulus No.
1153b are almost identical to those of Tumulus 1154, but are
significantly smaller than those of Big Tumulus and Aytepe Tumulus.
These tumuli, whose burial chambers have not been reached yet, were
probably robbed and damaged in the Byzantine Period, just like the
others.

Considering the history of Kocaeli, the period between the foundation
of Nicomedia (262 B.C.) and the date Bithynia was handed over to
the Roman Empire (75 B.C.) appears especially important.

A general dating process reveals that all the Uctepeler tumuli were
built in the late Hellenistic - early Roman period. It is necessary to
conduct new excavations and researches in order to achieve a more
exact dating of the tumuli.



